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February 4, 2016 
 
Hon. Dale Kirby, MHA 
Minister of Education and Early Childhood Education 
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 
3rd Floor, West Block 
Confederation Building 
P.O. Box 8700 
St. John’s, NL 
A1B 4J6 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
The Newfoundland and Labrador Library Association (NLLA) has always been vocal in its 
support of the Newfoundland and Labrador Public Library system. As literacy rates in our 
province continue to rank among the lowest in our country, and as a difficult economic situation 
looms over the province, maintaining a strong public library system should be a priority of our 
provincial government, now, and in the future.  
 
As such, the NLLA would like to express its concern over your decision to cease funding for 
the lease of the Torbay Public Library in its current location, as noted by both CBC and The 
Telegram. The NLLA asks for your commitment to keep our province’s public libraries available 
for the communities that depend on them, starting with the Torbay Public Library.  
 
Today’s public library is a multi-service point that has a physical and online presence. The 
library can offer innovative programming that supports government initiatives, like KinderStart, 
and help address concerns with early and adult literacy. Libraries are well positioned to help 
increase literacy rates in this province. Internet access and reference help can assist new 
residents of Newfoundland find employment.  
 

The decision to cease funding for the library’s current location raises concerns, not only for the 
Torbay Public Library, and the services it provides to the people of Torbay and surrounding 
areas, but also for the future of public libraries in the province.  
 
Given recent announcements by the Minister of Finance regarding possible cuts of 30% over 
the next three years to public services, the NLLA hopes the closure of the Torbay Public 

 



Library is not indicative of future funding for Newfoundland and Labrador public libraries. In a 
period of economic uncertainty, libraries have an essential role in supporting the community. 
Easy access to public libraries is key to helping our citizens thrive during difficult times. We 
hope you will consider this as you make difficult financial decisions.  
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett  
President 
 
Krista Godfrey 
Vice President 
 
Catherine Lawton 
Past President 
 
Kristen Romme 
Treasurer 
 
Heather Pretty 
Secretary 
  
 


