
 
 
 

PO Box 23192 
R.P.O. Churchill Square 

St. John’s, NL 
A1B 4J9 

 
 
February 4, 2016 
 
Mr. Ralph Tapper 
Mayor, Town of Torbay 
1288 Torbay Rd. 
P.O. Box 1160 
Torbay, NL 
A1K 1K4 
 
Dear Mr. Tapper, 
 
The Newfoundland and Labrador Library Association (NLLA) has always been vocal in its 
support of the Newfoundland and Labrador Public Library system. As literacy rates in our 
province continue to rank among the lowest in our country, and as a difficult economic situation 
looms over our province, maintaining a strong public library system should be a priority of our 
provincial government, now, and in the future.  
 
As such, the NLLA would like to express its concern over Education Minister Dale Kirby’s 
decision to cease funding for the lease of the Torbay Public Library in its current location, as 
noted by both CBC and the Telegram, as well as its support for the efforts of the Town of 
Torbay in securing a new and permanent location for the library. 

Two recent CBC articles highlight efforts to ensure that the library remain an essential service 
point for the community. The Torbay Public Library describes the potential closure as a “huge 
loss to our community,” and is urging all Torbay residents to voice their concerns to their local 
MHA, Minister of Education, and members of the Torbay town council 
(http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/torbay-library-closing-funding-cut-
1.3430532). The NLLA also recognizes the continued efforts of the Town Council to secure a 
new and permanent location for the library (http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-
labrador/torbay-mayor-saving-town-library-1.3432117).  

 
We are encouraged by the value the town places in the continued presence of the library, and 
in reference to the 2014-15 Annual Report of the Provincial Information and Library Resources 
Board, we would like to remind the town of its stated commitment to “secure a “suitable 
alternate permanent location for the library”: 
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“Representatives from the Town of Torbay provided notice to the PILRB to vacate the library 
location in the basement of the municipal building because of the growing needs of the town. 
The town agreed to rent temporary space in a commercial building until December 31, 2015 to 
provide time to locate a suitable alternate permanent location for the library" 
(http://www.nlpl.ca/home/reports-plans.html, p. 8) 
 
 
Today’s public library is a multi-service point that has a physical and online presence. The 
library can offer innovative programming that supports government initiatives, like KinderStart, 
and help address concerns with early and adult literacy. Libraries are well positioned to help 
increase literacy rates in this province. Internet access and reference help can assist new 
residents of Newfoundland find employment.  
 
We are sure you would agree that these services are essential to all of the people of our 
province, and to the residents of the town of Torbay. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett  
President 
 
Krista Godfrey 
Vice President 
 
Catherine Lawton 
Past President 
 
Kristen Romme 
Treasurer 
 
Heather Pretty 
Secretary 
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